
P
le

as
e 

de
ta

ch
, f

ol
d 

in
 h

al
f, 

se
al

, a
nd

 m
ai

l b
ac

k 
to

 C
am

br
id

ge
 in

 A
m

er
ic

a.
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

!

THE 1209 SOCIETY

Established by Cambridge in America in 1998, The 1209 Society 
celebrates the many generous benefactors in the US who recognize the 
importance of the University of Cambridge and its thirty-one Colleges 
through their estate planning. With 274 members and growing, The  
1209 Society is also a wonderful way to connect with like-minded 
Cambridge alumni and friends of Collegiate Cambridge. When you 
notify us that you’ve included your College or the University in your 
estate plans–by returning a response card, telling a gift officer or sending 
us an email/letter–it is known as a bequest intention. This is all it takes 
for us to invite you to become a life member of The 1209 Society.   

Membership benefits include:

}  Invitations to special events

}   Recognition certificate  
(signed by the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University and the 
Chairman of the Board  
of Directors of Cambridge  
in America)

}  Bi-annual newsletter

}   Listing in The 1209  
Society Roll of Honor 
(a bound book listing honorees  
kept by the University)

In This Issue:

Udayan Chattopadhyay 
(Sidney Sussex College 1992)
Why Leaving a Bequest to 
Cambridge Matters to Me

The Bequest: A Simple  
but Effective Planned Gift

A Note from the  
Planned Giving Team

Upcoming Events 

Recent Estate Gifts  

1209 Society Overview
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Leaving your legacy at Cambridge

1120 Avenue of the Americas, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10036

Visit our website 
www.cantab.org/plannedgiving 
to learn more

To update your address  
please call 212.984.0960  
or email mail@cantab.org

LEAVING YOUR LEGACY AT CAMBRIDGE

LET US KNOW
Thank you to all of you who have chosen to include Collegiate  
Cambridge in your estate plans. Planned gifts are a crucial source of  
support for Cambridge and its Colleges. Documenting your bequest–by 
providing further details such as the purpose, the amount, and structure  
of the gift–helps us keep a record of your intentions, inspires others, assists 
with our long-term planning efforts and gives us the opportunity to thank 
you! Documentation does not make your gift irrevocable or binding. To 
document your bequest, please contact us at plannedgiving@cantab.org. 

1209 Notes is published by the Cambridge in America Office of Planned Giving.  
Please direct any comments to Sarah Shevchik at sarah@cantab.org or 212.201.0778.

1120 Avenue of the 
Americas, 17th Floor

New York, NY 10036

212.201.0778
plannedgiving@cantab.org

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY          STATE        ZIP

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

I am considering a provision for Cambridge in America  
in my estate plan and I would like information about:

     ❑   Making a bequest by will or trust

     ❑   Making a life income gift (e.g. trust)

     ❑   Making a gift of life insurance

     ❑   Making a gift of a qualified  
retirement plan

     ❑   I have already included Cambridge in America, the 
University of Cambridge, or its constituent Colleges in my 
will/estate plan and I have not previously notified you.

     ❑   Please send me the membership information for  
The 1209 Society.

www.cantab.org/plannedgiving

Photo by Perry Hastings
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R ECEN T E STAT E GI F TS

Cambridge in America is grateful  
to the generous alumni and friends 
who have remembered Collegiate 
Cambridge in their estate plans.  

In this section, we highlight a sampling 
of recent estate gifts received:

— 

Carolyn W. Anderson (Newnham 1950) 
left a bequest of $5,000 to Newnham 

College to support US students.  

— 

The Corbin Charitable Trust (Barney 
G. Corbin) left a bequest of $100,000 to 
be split evenly between the Cambridge 

Autism Centre and the Cambridge 
Dementia Research Institute. 

— 

Dr. Jerome Rowitch left a bequest of 
$200,000 to the University Department 

of Paediatrics, which will be used to 
support a new Children’s Hospital and 

related research in Cambridge.

The information contained herein is for illustrative 
purposes only and is not intended as legal or tax advice. 
We recommend you consult with an attorney or tax 
advisor for applicability to your own situation. 

A NOTE FROM THE TEAM

Cambridge’s mission is to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of 
excellence. With your support and involvement, combined with the 
generosity of other alumni and friends, Cambridge can continue to 
strive to fulfill its mission. Planned giving is often an effective way to 
make a tax efficient and significant gift to help benefit the important 
causes that matter most to you. We hope you enjoy the latest issue of 
1209 Notes including the information contained herein regarding one 
such way to give in a tax efficient manner. 

The planned giving team is dedicated to providing the highest level 
of service to ensure an excellent experience for donors to Collegiate 
Cambridge. We regularly assist alumni and friends who plan and 
complete gifts of all kinds–including bequests. To learn more about 
such gifts, and the potential tax benefits associated with them, we 
invite you to contact us. We are always delighted to hear from you, 
and to answer any questions you may have. 

With thanks for your generosity,  

Cambridge and its constituent colleges were 
built on benefactions, and they remain of 
vital support today. When you include a 
bequest for Cambridge in America in your 
overall estate plan, you open up a world 
of opportunity for future students and 
academics, helping to provide the tools they 
need to achieve great things.

Bequests are the most common, and oftentimes 
the simplest, estate gift to make. In as little as 
one sentence, you can remember Cambridge 
in America in your will or living trust, for the 
benefit of Collegiate Cambridge.

Suggested language to include Cambridge in 
America for a specific bequest is as follows:

“I bequeath to Cambridge in America, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation organized 
and existing under the laws of the District of 
Columbia with the business address of 1120 
Avenue of the Americas, 17th Floor, New York, 
NY 10036, the sum of _________ [dollars or 
percentage of estate], to be used exclusively 
for its charitable purposes. It is my hope that 
these funds will be utilized for the support of 
[College or University area desired for support 
or for general operations, etc.].”*

*  Under its charter and in accordance with US tax law, 
Cambridge in America may not receive restricted gifts. 
However, the Board gives every consideration to donors’ 
requests when allocating gifts to Cambridge and its Colleges.

THE BEQUEST:  
A Simple but Effective Planned Gift Bequests, made through your  

will or living trust, can be funded with: 
• Cash • Appreciated securities
• Real estate • Tangible personal property
• Closely held stock

You may choose to make a bequest for a 
specific dollar amount, for a percentage of 
your estate, for all or a portion of what is 
left of your estate after you have provided 
for your loved ones, or of particular items 
such as property or artwork. You may 
also designate that your bequest be used 
for a specific purpose, for example toward 
a specific area of need within your College 
or University Department, or that it 
remain unrestricted to allow the recipient 
to direct your bequest toward its areas of 
greatest need at the time.

Gifts in your will or living trust can always 
be revised as circumstances change. 

A bequest may also help you meet your 
financial and estate-planning goals, as a 
federal estate-tax charitable deduction for the 
entire amount of the gift is usually allowed.

If you are interested in including a bequest 
for Collegiate Cambridge, or have already 
done so and have yet to notify us, please 
do not hesitate to be in touch with the 
Office of Planned Giving. We would 
relish the opportunity to thank you and 
welcome you to The 1209 Society.

I have a nostalgic feeling when I think of Cambridge. It was my 
initial experience away from home and very formative because, for 
the first time, I found myself in a place full of people from all over 
the world with views and opinions that were quite different to my 
own. I probably didn’t appreciate the supervision system quite as 
much as I should have at the time, but, looking back, it really is 
what makes a Cambridge education so special. Not only did the 
system help me develop my critical thinking skills, but I now realize 
it gave me the tools and confidence to figure out how to do things 
on my own. In my first job after college, for instance, when having 
to present to C-suite level executives, I was not as intimidated as I 
should have been because I had had supervisions at Cambridge with 
eminent scholars and Nobel Prize winners. Having that experience 
early on definitely gave me a head start.

I grew up in Essex on the outskirts of London. My parents had 
immigrated to the UK from India in the 1960s, and they soon 
instilled in me the importance of academic merit. I initially heard 
about Cambridge because my Dad had secured a place there for his 
PhD, but, due to financial constraints, was unable to attend. Though 
my bequest to Sidney is unrestricted, and I trust the College to put it 
to good use wherever it is most needed, I do hope that it ultimately 
helps future generations of students. As the UK government is not 
currently fully covering tuition fees, I do not want students to have 
to base their decision on whether they should go to University on 

their finances. Those who want 
to be able to pursue a top quality 
education should be able to do so.

I have always felt strongly 
about supporting the institutions 
that have helped me progress, 
and Cambridge is at the top of that 
list. Would you take care of your parents 
financially if you could? Of course. For me, 
leaving a bequest is much the same. If you can provide for the 
institution that nourished your growth, I firmly believe that you 
should. Think of a bequest as changing the world a little bit in a 
way that is significant to you. 

I’m still in touch with people I met on my first day at Sidney, and 
have made many other friends and connections along the way, 
especially as one of the founders of Cantab NYC, the alumni-led 
group in New York. It is a wonderful way to remain connected  
to Cambridge. 

I encourage others, when considering making a bequest, to think 
about what’s important to them. For a lot of us, whatever our personal 
reasons for giving, Cambridge was instrumental in our development.  
I think of my bequest as celebrating the transformative experience  
I had there. There’s no amount too small; every little bit helps.

WHY LEAVING A BEQUEST  
TO CAMBRIDGE MATTERS TO ME 
Udayan Chattopadhyay (Sidney Sussex College 1992)

U PCOM I NG EV EN TS   We continue to plan regional 1209 Society events to thank members for 
remembering Collegiate Cambridge in their estate plans–please watch for emails from Caroline Gallaher.  
We look forward to seeing as many members as possible and to thanking them in person for their bequests.

Sarah Shevchik 
Associate Director,  
Principal & Planned Gifts

212.201.0778
sarah@cantab.org 

Caroline Gallaher
Assistant Director,  
Planned Gifts

212.984.0962
caroline@cantab.org
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THE 1209 SOCIETY

Established by Cambridge in America in 1998, The 1209 Society 
celebrates the many generous benefactors in the US who recognize the 
importance of the University of Cambridge and its thirty-one Colleges 
through their estate planning. With 274 members and growing, The  
1209 Society is also a wonderful way to connect with like-minded 
Cambridge alumni and friends of Collegiate Cambridge. When you 
notify us that you’ve included your College or the University in your 
estate plans–by returning a response card, telling a gift officer or sending 
us an email/letter–it is known as a bequest intention. This is all it takes 
for us to invite you to become a life member of The 1209 Society.   

Membership benefits include:

}  Invitations to special events

}   Recognition certificate  
(signed by the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University and the 
Chairman of the Board  
of Directors of Cambridge  
in America)

}  Bi-annual newsletter

}   Listing in The 1209  
Society Roll of Honor 
(a bound book listing honorees  
kept by the University)
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Leaving your legacy at Cambridge

1120 Avenue of the Americas, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10036

Visit our website 
www.cantab.org/plannedgiving 
to learn more

To update your address  
please call 212.984.0960  
or email mail@cantab.org

LEAVING YOUR LEGACY AT CAMBRIDGE

LET US KNOW
Thank you to all of you who have chosen to include Collegiate  
Cambridge in your estate plans. Planned gifts are a crucial source of  
support for Cambridge and its Colleges. Documenting your bequest–by 
providing further details such as the purpose, the amount, and structure  
of the gift–helps us keep a record of your intentions, inspires others, assists 
with our long-term planning efforts and gives us the opportunity to thank 
you! Documentation does not make your gift irrevocable or binding. To 
document your bequest, please contact us at plannedgiving@cantab.org. 

1209 Notes is published by the Cambridge in America Office of Planned Giving.  
Please direct any comments to Sarah Shevchik at sarah@cantab.org or 212.201.0778.
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THE 1209 SOCIETY

Established by Cambridge in America in 1998, The 1209 Society 
celebrates the many generous benefactors in the US who recognize the 
importance of the University of Cambridge and its thirty-one Colleges 
through their estate planning. With 274 members and growing, The  
1209 Society is also a wonderful way to connect with like-minded 
Cambridge alumni and friends of Collegiate Cambridge. When you 
notify us that you’ve included your College or the University in your 
estate plans–by returning a response card, telling a gift officer or sending 
us an email/letter–it is known as a bequest intention. This is all it takes 
for us to invite you to become a life member of The 1209 Society.   

Membership benefits include:

}  Invitations to special events

}   Recognition certificate  
(signed by the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University and the 
Chairman of the Board  
of Directors of Cambridge  
in America)

}  Bi-annual newsletter

}   Listing in The 1209  
Society Roll of Honor 
(a bound book listing honorees  
kept by the University)
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Udayan Chattopadhyay 
(Sidney Sussex College 1992)
Why Leaving a Bequest to 
Cambridge Matters to Me

The Bequest: A Simple  
but Effective Planned Gift

A Note from the  
Planned Giving Team

Upcoming Events 

Recent Estate Gifts  

1209 Society Overview
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Leaving your legacy at Cambridge

1120 Avenue of the Americas, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10036

Visit our website 
www.cantab.org/plannedgiving 
to learn more

To update your address  
please call 212.984.0960  
or email mail@cantab.org

LEAVING YOUR LEGACY AT CAMBRIDGE

LET US KNOW
Thank you to all of you who have chosen to include Collegiate  
Cambridge in your estate plans. Planned gifts are a crucial source of  
support for Cambridge and its Colleges. Documenting your bequest–by 
providing further details such as the purpose, the amount, and structure  
of the gift–helps us keep a record of your intentions, inspires others, assists 
with our long-term planning efforts and gives us the opportunity to thank 
you! Documentation does not make your gift irrevocable or binding. To 
document your bequest, please contact us at plannedgiving@cantab.org. 

1209 Notes is published by the Cambridge in America Office of Planned Giving.  
Please direct any comments to Sarah Shevchik at sarah@cantab.org or 212.201.0778.
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The 1209 Society.
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