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THE 1209 SOCIETY

Established by Cambridge in America in 1998, The 1209 Society 
celebrates the many generous benefactors in the US who recognize 
the importance of The University of Cambridge and its 31 Colleges 
through their estate planning. With over 250 members and growing, 
The 1209 Society is also a wonderful way to connect with like-
minded Cambridge alumni and friends of Collegiate Cambridge.  

Membership benefits include:

}  Invitations to special events

}   Recognition certificate
(signed by the Vice-Chancellor
and the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of
Cambridge in America)

}  Bi-annual newsletter

}   Listing in The 1209
Society Roll of Honor
(a bound book listing honorees
kept by the University)
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Mr. Geiger was born in 1923 in St. Louis, MO and
for most of his life resided in the suburbs. In life,
Mr. Geiger, Russell or Russ, as he was known to
his friends, was a private person and although we
do not know a great amount of detail about his life
we know that he was an enthusiastic supporter of
education and intellectual pursuits.

Russ never set foot in Cambridge, despite our best
efforts to encourage him to visit and explore the
University for himself, but he described himself as
an admirer from afar. Russ was an only child who
had never married, nor did he have children of his
own, so in considering how he might bequeath
his estate he ultimately decided upon splitting
his worth amongst several world-leading higher
education institutions and museums in the US,
and one institution outside of the US, namely
Cambridge. Unusually and with much foresight
and enlightened comprehension on his part,
Russ decided to leave the exact use of his bequest
largely up to the discretion of the institutions he
singled out. For Cambridge, this meant Russ had
earmarked his money to be spent on endowing a
professorship, but the field of study he left open
for the University to decide upon, so it could be
allocated to its area of greatest need.

RUSSELL GEIGER –

A Legacy Remembered 

Russ’ long time attorney and friend, Jack Challis,
said of him: “Russ thought it very important to
encourage others to make philanthropic gifts to
institutions they admire.”

Russ sadly passed away in July 2014 at the age
of 91. In his will Russ bequeathed a staggering
$2.83 million to the University. After much
deliberation the University ultimately decided to
add Russ’s bequest to a benefaction of £1 million
from an American 1209 Society companion
and the funds were used to endow the Russell
R. Geiger Professorship of Crop Science within
the Department of Plant Sciences. This is an
area of strategic focus for the University and the
post will be taken up in October of 2016. The
Russell R. Geiger Professor will also be appointed
as the Director of the Cambridge Centre for
Crop Science, a joint research initiative with the
National Institute of Agricultural Botany.

Professor Sir David Baulcombe FRS FMedSci,
Head of the Department of Plant Sciences, writes
“our main strategic priority is to reinforce our
research and teaching in crops and Russ’ bequest
will give huge impetus to this programme.” In
leaving such a significant portion of his estate to
Cambridge, Russ is helping the University embark
upon the next chapter of global food security
research and teaching. This is an area of study
where Cambridge is truly world leading and
discovery is continually translated into key areas
of economic benefit and global relevance. We are
honored that Russ’s name will live on through this
post for many generations to come.

When asked to reflect on the impact Cambridge and Sidney have
had on my life, I often turn to a film I watched a number of years
ago called Sliding Doors. Some of you may not have seen it, but
for those who have, please indulge me as I run through a very
brief synopsis. At its outset the lead character, played by Gwyneth
Paltrow, bids her partner who is ill in bed farewell as she leaves for
work. In one version she just manages to squeeze through in the
doors of the underground train and gets to work as planned. In a
parallel version she just fails to get on the train and decides to work
from home that day. Upon returning home she finds her partner
remarkably recovered and cavorting with another woman and her
life is irreparably changed. The point of the film is that every day in
our lives we encounter sliding doors, some of minor consequence but
some of major, life-altering, consequence.

For me, being admitted to Cambridge, and having the benefit of
its rigorous education and subsequent association, was both life
enhancing and life changing. I came from a state grammar school in
Newbury, England, a school that sent someone to Oxbridge perhaps
every ten years or so. Would I have had the same success in life had I
not had been educated at the best University in the world? Unlikely.
Would I have had the same self- confidence that comes from knowing
one was able to hold one’s own in such company? I suspect not.
It was an experience for which I will be grateful for as long as I live.
It is that gratitude that drives my giving to Sidney and is the reason
why I decided to leave a bequest.

In addition to my annual
donations, which have funded
projects such as a summer school 
for pupils of state schools that have 
not had a strong record of applications
to Cambridge and, most recently, a staff position in Sidney 
Sussex’s development office itself - generated by statistics showing 
a very high return in giving from such additional resources, I have 
bequeathed a percentage of my estate. It is my hope these funds 
will be used to establish a graduate studentship at the Cambridge 
Judge Business School for a science or engineering student from 
Sidney or from another University but who would become a 
member of the College. We live in a world increasingly dominated 
by technology but with too many companies run by leaders who 
do not have technological insight or by technologists with no 
formal business training. In my view the combination of science/
engineering skills and business training is a powerful one for 
leadership in a technological world and one to be encouraged.

As Cambridge embarks on a new, ambitious, fundraising campaign,
consider reflecting on the sliding doors of your own life and evaluate
how large a part Cambridge has played. Please contemplate including
your College or the University when putting in place your estate plans.

MEMORIES OF CAMBRIDGE: ‘Sliding Doors’
Dr. David Fyfe (Sidney Sussex 1963)

Cambridge in America board member

A NOTE FROM THE TEAM

Dear Alumni and Friends,

You have the opportunity to help ensure that Cambridge continues 
to thrive and serve society at large. A gift through your estate can 
benefit a specific Cambridge College, the University, or an aspect of 
University or College life with which you have a particular affinity. 

We hope this issue of 1209 Notes is enjoyable and educational. 
The Planned Giving team at Cambridge in America is dedicated 
to Collegiate Cambridge and its constituents and we are always 
available to answer any questions you may have about including 
Cambridge in your estate planning.    

Thank you for your continued support 
of Collegiate Cambridge.  

Liz Truslow 
Director, Principal 
& Planned Gifts

elizabeth@cantab.org

Caroline Gallaher
Assistant Director,  
Planned Gifts

caroline@cantab.org

Sarah Shevchik 
Assistant Director, 
Principal  
& Planned Gifts

sarah@cantab.org

We are currently planning The
1209 Society event for 2016
and will have an exciting update
for you in our next newsletter,
if not before. We are looking
forward to seeing as many of
you as possible and thanking
you for your bequests!

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Mr. Geiger was born in 1923 in St. Louis, MO and 
for most of his life resided in the suburbs. In life, 
Mr. Geiger, Russell or Russ, as he was known to 
his friends, was a private person and although we 
do not know a great amount of detail about his life 
we know that he was an enthusiastic supporter of 
education and intellectual pursuits. 

Russ never set foot in Cambridge, despite our best 
efforts to encourage him to visit and explore the 
University for himself, but he described himself as 
an admirer from afar. Russ was an only child who 
had never married, nor did he have children of his 
own, so in considering how he might bequeath 
his estate he ultimately decided upon splitting 
his worth amongst several world-leading higher 
education institutions and museums in the US, 
and one institution outside of the US, namely 
Cambridge. Unusually and with much foresight 
and enlightened comprehension on his part, 
Russ decided to leave the exact use of his bequest 
largely up to the discretion of the institutions he 
singled out. For Cambridge, this meant Russ had 
earmarked his money to be spent on endowing a 
professorship, but the field of study he left open 
for the University to decide upon, so it could be 
allocated to its area of greatest need. 

RUSSELL GEIGER –  

A Legacy Remembered 

Russ’ long time attorney and friend, Jack Challis, 
said of him: “Russ thought it very important to 
encourage others to make philanthropic gifts to 
institutions they admire.”

Russ sadly passed away in July 2014 at the age 
of 91. In his will Russ bequeathed a staggering 
$2.83 million to the University. After much 
deliberation the University ultimately decided to 
add Russ’s bequest to a benefaction of £1 million 
from an American 1209 Society companion 
and the funds were used to endow the Russell 
R. Geiger Professorship of Crop Science within
the Department of Plant Sciences. This is an
area of strategic focus for the University and the
post will be taken up in October of 2016. The
Russell R. Geiger Professor will also be appointed
as the Director of the Cambridge Centre for
Crop Science, a joint research initiative with the
National Institute of Agricultural Botany.

Professor Sir David Baulcombe FRS FMedSci, 
Head of the Department of Plant Sciences, writes 
“our main strategic priority is to reinforce our 
research and teaching in crops and Russ’ bequest 
will give huge impetus to this programme.” In 
leaving such a significant portion of his estate to 
Cambridge, Russ is helping the University embark 
upon the next chapter of global food security 
research and teaching. This is an area of study 
where Cambridge is truly world leading and 
discovery is continually translated into key areas 
of economic benefit and global relevance. We are 
honored that Russ’s name will live on through this 
post for many generations to come.

When asked to reflect on the impact Cambridge and Sidney have 
had on my life, I often turn to a film I watched a number of years 
ago called Sliding Doors. Some of you may not have seen it, but 
for those who have, please indulge me as I run through a very 
brief synopsis. At its outset the lead character, played by Gwyneth 
Paltrow, bids her partner who is ill in bed farewell as she leaves for 
work. In one version she just manages to squeeze through in the 
doors of the underground train and gets to work as planned. In a 
parallel version she just fails to get on the train and decides to work 
from home that day. Upon returning home she finds her partner 
remarkably recovered and cavorting with another woman and her 
life is irreparably changed. The point of the film is that every day in 
our lives we encounter sliding doors, some of minor consequence but 
some of major, life-altering, consequence.

For me, being admitted to Cambridge, and having the benefit of 
its rigorous education and subsequent association, was both life 
enhancing and life changing. I came from a state grammar school in 
Newbury, England, a school that sent someone to Oxbridge perhaps 
every ten years or so. Would I have had the same success in life had I 
not had been educated at the best University in the world? Unlikely. 
Would I have had the same self- confidence that comes from knowing 
one was able to hold one’s own in such company? I suspect not.  
It was an experience for which I will be grateful for as long as I live.  
It is that gratitude that drives my giving to Sidney and is the reason 
why I decided to leave a bequest. 

In addition to my annual  
donations, which have funded  
projects such as a summer school  
for pupils of state schools that have  
not had a strong record of applications  
to Cambridge and, most recently, a staff position in Sidney 
Sussex’s development office itself - generated by statistics showing 
a very high return in giving from such additional resources, I have 
bequeathed a percentage of my estate. It is my hope these funds 
will be used to establish a graduate studentship at the Cambridge 
Judge Business School for a science or engineering student from 
Sidney or from another University but who would become a 
member of the College. We live in a world increasingly dominated 
by technology but with too many companies run by leaders who 
do not have technological insight or by technologists with no 
formal business training. In my view the combination of science/
engineering skills and business training is a powerful one for 
leadership in a technological world and one to be encouraged.

As Cambridge embarks on a new, ambitious, fundraising campaign, 
consider reflecting on the sliding doors of your own life and evaluate 
how large a part Cambridge has played. Please contemplate including 
your College or the University when putting in place your estate plans.
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Mr. Geiger was born in 1923 in St. Louis, MO and 
for most of his life resided in the suburbs. In life, 
Mr. Geiger, Russell or Russ, as he was known to 
his friends, was a private person and although we 
do not know a great amount of detail about his life 
we know that he was an enthusiastic supporter of 
education and intellectual pursuits. 

Russ never set foot in Cambridge, despite our best 
efforts to encourage him to visit and explore the 
University for himself, but he described himself as 
an admirer from afar. Russ was an only child who 
had never married, nor did he have children of his 
own, so in considering how he might bequeath 
his estate he ultimately decided upon splitting 
his worth amongst several world-leading higher 
education institutions and museums in the US, 
and one institution outside of the US, namely 
Cambridge. Unusually and with much foresight 
and enlightened comprehension on his part, 
Russ decided to leave the exact use of his bequest 
largely up to the discretion of the institutions he 
singled out. For Cambridge, this meant Russ had 
earmarked his money to be spent on endowing a 
professorship, but the field of study he left open 
for the University to decide upon, so it could be 
allocated to its area of greatest need. 

RUSSELL GEIGER –  

A Legacy Remembered 

Russ’ long time attorney and friend, Jack Challis, 
said of him: “Russ thought it very important to 
encourage others to make philanthropic gifts to 
institutions they admire.”

Russ sadly passed away in July 2014 at the age 
of 91. In his will Russ bequeathed a staggering 
$2.83 million to the University. After much 
deliberation the University ultimately decided to 
add Russ’s bequest to a benefaction of £1 million 
from an American 1209 Society companion 
and the funds were used to endow the Russell 
R. Geiger Professorship of Crop Science within
the Department of Plant Sciences. This is an
area of strategic focus for the University and the
post will be taken up in October of 2016. The
Russell R. Geiger Professor will also be appointed
as the Director of the Cambridge Centre for
Crop Science, a joint research initiative with the
National Institute of Agricultural Botany.

Professor Sir David Baulcombe FRS FMedSci, 
Head of the Department of Plant Sciences, writes 
“our main strategic priority is to reinforce our 
research and teaching in crops and Russ’ bequest 
will give huge impetus to this programme.” In 
leaving such a significant portion of his estate to 
Cambridge, Russ is helping the University embark 
upon the next chapter of global food security 
research and teaching. This is an area of study 
where Cambridge is truly world leading and 
discovery is continually translated into key areas 
of economic benefit and global relevance. We are 
honored that Russ’s name will live on through this 
post for many generations to come.

When asked to reflect on the impact Cambridge and Sidney have 
had on my life, I often turn to a film I watched a number of years 
ago called Sliding Doors. Some of you may not have seen it, but 
for those who have, please indulge me as I run through a very 
brief synopsis. At its outset the lead character, played by Gwyneth 
Paltrow, bids her partner who is ill in bed farewell as she leaves for 
work. In one version she just manages to squeeze through in the 
doors of the underground train and gets to work as planned. In a 
parallel version she just fails to get on the train and decides to work 
from home that day. Upon returning home she finds her partner 
remarkably recovered and cavorting with another woman and her 
life is irreparably changed. The point of the film is that every day in 
our lives we encounter sliding doors, some of minor consequence but 
some of major, life-altering, consequence.

For me, being admitted to Cambridge, and having the benefit of 
its rigorous education and subsequent association, was both life 
enhancing and life changing. I came from a state grammar school in 
Newbury, England, a school that sent someone to Oxbridge perhaps 
every ten years or so. Would I have had the same success in life had I 
not had been educated at the best University in the world? Unlikely. 
Would I have had the same self- confidence that comes from knowing 
one was able to hold one’s own in such company? I suspect not.  
It was an experience for which I will be grateful for as long as I live.  
It is that gratitude that drives my giving to Sidney and is the reason 
why I decided to leave a bequest. 

In addition to my annual  
donations, which have funded  
projects such as a summer school  
for pupils of state schools that have  
not had a strong record of applications  
to Cambridge and, most recently, a staff position in Sidney 
Sussex’s development office itself - generated by statistics showing 
a very high return in giving from such additional resources, I have 
bequeathed a percentage of my estate. It is my hope these funds 
will be used to establish a graduate studentship at the Cambridge 
Judge Business School for a science or engineering student from 
Sidney or from another University but who would become a 
member of the College. We live in a world increasingly dominated 
by technology but with too many companies run by leaders who 
do not have technological insight or by technologists with no 
formal business training. In my view the combination of science/
engineering skills and business training is a powerful one for 
leadership in a technological world and one to be encouraged.

As Cambridge embarks on a new, ambitious, fundraising campaign, 
consider reflecting on the sliding doors of your own life and evaluate 
how large a part Cambridge has played. Please contemplate including 
your College or the University when putting in place your estate plans.

MEMORIES OF CAMBRIDGE: ‘Sliding Doors’
Dr. David Fyfe (Sidney Sussex 1963)

Cambridge in America board member
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University or College life with which you have a particular affinity. 
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THE 1209 SOCIETY

Established by Cambridge in America in 1998, The 1209 Society 
celebrates the many generous benefactors in the US who recognize 
the importance of The University of Cambridge and its 31 Colleges 
through their estate planning. With over 250 members and growing, 
The 1209 Society is also a wonderful way to connect with like-
minded Cambridge alumni and friends of Collegiate Cambridge.  

Membership benefits include:

}  Invitations to special events

}   Recognition certificate
(signed by the Vice-Chancellor
and the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of
Cambridge in America)

}  Bi-annual newsletter

}   Listing in The 1209
Society Roll of Honor
(a bound book listing honorees
kept by the University)



1120 Avenue of the 
Americas, 17th Floor

New York, NY 10036

212.984.0962
plannedgiving@cantab.org

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY        STATE        ZIP

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

I am considering a provision for Cambridge in America 
in my estate plan and I would like information about  
the following:

❑ Making a bequest

❑ Making a life income gift (e.g. Trust)

❑ Making a gift of life insurance

❑ Making a gift of a qualified
retirement plan

❑ I have already included Cambridge in America, the
University of Cambridge, or its constituent Colleges in my
will/estate plan and I have not previously notified you.

❑ Please send me the membership information for
The 1209 Society.

www.cantab.org/plannedgiving

In This Issue:

Dr. David Fyfe
(Sidney Sussex 1963)
Memories of Cambridge: 
Sliding Doors

A Note from the 
Planned Giving Team

Upcoming Events

Russell Geiger – 
A Legacy Remembered 

1209 Society Overview

S P R I N G  2 0 1 6

Leaving your legacy at Cambridge

1120 Avenue of the Americas, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10036

LEAVING YOUR LEGACY AT CAMBRIDGE

Visit our website
www.cantab.org/plannedgiving
to learn more

To update your address  
please call 212.984.0960  
or email mail@cantab.org

P
le

as
e 

de
ta

ch
, f

ol
d 

in
 h

al
f, 

se
al

, a
nd

 m
ai

l b
ac

k 
to

 C
am

br
id

ge
 in

 A
m

er
ic

a.
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

!

THE 1209 SOCIETY

Established by Cambridge in America in 1998, The 1209 Society 
celebrates the many generous benefactors in the US who recognize 
the importance of The University of Cambridge and its 31 Colleges 
through their estate planning. With over 250 members and growing, 
The 1209 Society is also a wonderful way to connect with like-
minded Cambridge alumni and friends of Collegiate Cambridge.  

Membership benefits include:

} Invitations to special events

}   Recognition certificate
(signed by the Vice-Chancellor
and the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of
Cambridge in America)

} Bi-annual newsletter

}   Listing in The 1209
Society Roll of Honor
(a bound book listing honorees
kept by the University)


	front
	page2
	page3
	page4
	page5
	page6



